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DIPHTHONGIZATION IN AZERBAIJANI LANGUAGE

It should be noted that many studies have been conducted on the structure of Azerbaijani phonemes. Famous linguists
such as A. Demirchizade, F. Kasimov, S. Sadikhov, A. Akhundov, T. Hidayatzade, A. alakperli, F. veysalli and others have
valuable thoughts and have also written books on this topic. (A. Demirchizade, F. Kazimov, S. Sadikhov, A. Akhundov,
T. Hidayatzade, A. Alakperli, F. veysalli). Our outstanding linguist G. alakperli, A. Demirchizade, S. Sadigov, F. Kazimov,
A. Akhundov, T. Hidayatzade, A. Alakperli, F. Veysalli dealt with phonemes to some extent.

Of course, when writing a spelling, the teacher tries to convey the written form of the word more clearly. As a result,
students are used to speaking the language of the book.

The event of diphthongization is due to the fact that the “v”’ consonant, which came after the vowels “6” and “0” in
the Azerbaijani language, completely lost its consonant quality and became vowel when it was processed in the middle
of the word. In the Azerbaijani language, as a result of the shifting “‘v”’consonant in to two diphthonic vowels, or rather
diphthonquids, are formed, in other words, diphthongization occurs. Diphthongs formed in the Azerbaijani language as
a result of diphthongization: 6y, oy. The first of them consists of soft, and the second-of hard vowels and respectively they
are included in the soft and hard vowels. When pronouncing the “0y” diphthong, the tongue is extended forward, the tip
of the tongue touching the recesses of the lower and front teeth. The lips are rounded and slightly protruding. In this
position of the speech organs, the pronunciation of the mentioned vowel is not complete, the tip of the tongue falls into
the recesses of the lower front teeth, and the front and middle parts rise to the hard palate. As the lips, in turn, become
more tense and protruding, the tubular groove they form becomes even narrower. In such a complex variable denominator,
the airflow, which is a musical tone coming from the lip formed by the lips, sounds like a double vowel sound.

This analysis was conducted with the study of the sources related to the subject, the analysis of the results obtained,
the analysis and synthesis of the arguments, and also the comparative analysis method.

Key words: diphthong, diphthongoid, diphthong-like, recursion, excursion, phonem.
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Cnio 3aznauumu, wo 6y10 nposedeno bazamo OOCHIONCEHb W00 CMPYKMypu azepbauodicancbkux gonem. Bioomi
ninegicmu, maxi ax A. JJemipuizade, @. Kacimos, C. Cadixos, A. Axynoos, T. Xioaasmyaode, A. Anaxnepni, @. Beticanni
ma iHwii, Maromo YinHi OyMKU, A MAKodiC Hanucaiu kKhueu na yio memy (A. Hemipuizaoe, @. Kaszimos, C. Caodixos, A. Axyn-
0os, T. Xioasmsaode, A. Anaxnepni, @. seticanni). Hawi euoamui ninesicmu I anaxnepni, A. Jemipuizade, C. Cadieos,
@. Kasimos, A. Axynoos, T. Xioasmsaode, A. Anaxnepni, @. Belicanni negnorw Mipor manu cnpasy 3 poHemamu.

3euuaiino, nio uac HanucawHs opgozpamu GUUMENb HAMA2AEMbCA nepeoamu NUcbMog8y Gopmy ciosa uimkiuie.
B pesynomami yuni 36uxau 2080pumiu M0o8o0 KHU2U.

AHsuuge oughpmonizayii noe s;3ana 3 mum, ujo RPUSOTOCHULL «V», AKULL 3 SIBUBCSL NICS 20I0CHUX «O» [ «0%» 6 a3epdatloicaH-
CbKIll MOGI, NOBHICIMIO MPAMUE C80I0 NPUSOTIOCHY SKICMb | CMas 2010CHUM nid yac obpobku 6 cepeduni cnosa. B azep-
0aUOAHCAHCHKIN MOBI 8 pe3yIbmami nepemiuyeHHs NPUSOIOCHO20 «V» HA 08d OUGDMOHIUHI 20NI0CHI, a MOYHIue OUPMOHKI-
OuU, YymeopioomuCs, [HUUMU CTIO8AMY, 8i00yeacmbcst ougpmoneizayis. JJugpmoneu ymeopunucs 6 azepoatioNcancoKii Mogi
6 pesynomami ougpmoneizayii: 6y, oy. Ilepwuil 3 HUX CKIAOAEMbCSL 3 M SIKUX, @ Opy2ull 3 MEepoUx 2010CHUX T BIONOGIOHO
BOHU BKIIOUAIOMbCA 8 M AKI | meepli 2onocHi. I1i0 uac sumosu oughmonea «Oy» A3UK UMAZYEMbCS BNEPeo, KIHYUK A3UKA
MOPKAEMbCS BUCHYNIB HUNCHIX | nepedHix 3y0is. 1you oxkpyeni i 31eeka 8UCIynaroyi. Y maxomy nonoxceHHi MOBHUX OP2aHie
BUMOBA 32A0AHOI 20/I0CHOI He € NOGHOIO, KIHYUK A3UKA NOMPANJIAE 6 NO2IUONEHHS HUJICHIX nepeoHix 3y0i6, a nepedns i cepeo-
HSL YacCmMuHU NIOHIMAombCsi 00 meepooeo nioneobints. OCKIbKU 2Y0uU CEOEI0 Hepeor0 CMAaloms OLbUL HANPYICEHUMU I GUCTTY-
naiouumy, mpyoouacmuti nas, AKUL 6OHU YMBOPIOIOMb, CIMAE We GYIUCHUM. Y maKomy CKIaOHOMY 3HAMEHHUKY 3MIHHUX
NOBIMPAHUL NOMIK, AKULL € MY3UYHUM MOHOM, WO tide 8i0 2yOu, YMEopeHoi 2ybamu, 36y4ums K NOOGIlIHULL 20TOCHULL 38YK.

Leii ananiz npo6oouUECs 3 BUBHEHHAM Odicepel, NOG A3AHUX 3 MEMOIO0, AHANII30M OMPUMAHUX PE3VIbINAMI6, aHaANi30M
Ma CUHMEe30M apeyMeHmis, a MaKolc MemoOOM NOPIGHANLHO20 AHATIZY.

Kniwouosi cnosa: oupmone, ougpmone abo oughmonzonodionuil, pekypcis, exckypcis, gonema.
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Introduction. It should be noted that many
studies have been conducted on the structure of
Azerbaijani phonemes. Famous linguists such
as A. Demirchizade, F. Kasimov, S. Sadikhov,
A. Akhundov, T. Hidayatzade, A. alakperli,
F. veysalli and others have valuable thoughts and have
also written books on this topic. (A. Demirchizade,
F. Kazimov, S. Sadikhov, A. Akhundov, T. Hidayatzade,
A. Alakperli, F. veysalli). Our outstanding linguist
G. alakperli, A. Demirchizade, S. Sadigov, F. Kazimov,
A. Akhundov, T. Hidayatzade, A. Alakperli, F. Veysalli
dealt with phonemes to some extent.

The event of diphthongization is due to the fact that
the “v” consonant, which came after the vowels “6”
and “0” in the Azerbaijani language, completely lost
its consonant quality and became vowel when it was
processed in the middle of the word. In the Azerbaijani
language, as a result of the shifting “v”’consonant in
to two diphthonic vowels, or rather diphthonquids,
are formed, in other words, diphthongization occurs.
Diphthongs formed in the Azerbaijani language as
a result of diphthongization: 0y, oy. The first of them
consists of soft, and the second-of hard vowels and
respectively they are included in the soft and hard
vowels. When pronouncing the “6y” diphthong, the
tongue is extended forward, the tip of the tongue
touching the recesses of the lower and front teeth. The
lips are rounded and slightly protruding. In this position
of the speech organs, the pronunciation of the mentioned
vowel is not complete, the tip of the tongue falls into
the recesses of the lower front teeth, and the front and
middle parts rise to the hard palate. As the lips, in turn,
become more tense and protruding, the tubular groove
they form becomes even narrower. In such a complex
variable denominator, the airflow, which is a musical
tone coming from the lip formed by the lips, sounds like
a double vowel sound.

Discussion. Thus, [0y] diphthongoid can be
described as a double-voiced vowel in the first row in
the Azerbaijani language. The first component [Oy] of
a double-voiced vowel consists of an open, bilabial,
vowel in front row, and the second component
consists of a closed, bilabial, vowel in front row. In
other words, there is only one difference between
the components of this diphthongoid, which is that
the first part, the core of the diphthongoid, is open,
and the second, the slippery part, is closed. Thus,
according to the vertical position of the tongue, the
[0y] diphthong can also be interpreted as a vowel
with an open-closed vowel in front row. Naturally, the
articulation aspect is mainly emphasized here.

As for the acoustic properties of [0y] diphthongoid,
we are faced with a number of interesting aspects. For
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example, diptongo [0y], used in the word “ndvba”
becomes stronger after the appearance. It is also
much weaker during the excursion phase, although
the diphthongs [ou], which is a hard correlate of [6e],
are slightly larger. Diphthongation is also found in
words ending in a combination of graphemes “6v”.

[ou] diphthongoid different from [0y] doubl-
voiced to the fact that its components consist of back
row vowels. The first component of this diphthongoid
"o" is its core, and “u” is slippery part.

It should be noted that, unlike the diphthongoid
[6u], the core of this double-voiced vowel exists in
our language as an independent phoneme.

The vowel [ou] is formed first by pronouncing
the long vowel “0”, and then by pronouncing the
vowel “u”.

Asarule, during the pronunciation of the diphthong
[ou] the tongue becomes tense and drawn in, and the
tip of the tongue is slightly raised. Lips are rounded.
This situation is a stage of the excursion phase to
the complex vowel [ou]. The core recursion phase
becomes the sliding part of excursion phase, in which
the back of the tongue rises, as in the vowel “u”, and
the tip drops. The slippery component also affects the
lips — the lower lip is slightly retracted and narrows
the groove formed by the lips, and thus the flow of air
with a musical tone that enters the mouth cavity — the
sound is heard as a vowel [ou] from this narrowed
groove. [ou] vowel can be interpreted as a double-
voiced back-row vowel in Azerbaijani language.

Like the diphthongoid [6u], the first component
of a complex vowel [ou] consists of an open vowel
and a second component consist of a closed vowel;
in other words, the difference between them is due
to the horizontal position of the tongue. Thus, [ou]
diphthongoid can be characterized as a double-voiced
open-closed bilabial, a back row vowel.

You can also note the following acoustic properties
of the [ou] diphthong. For example, this diphthongoid
in the word “dousan” is shorter than some long vowels
(for example, in word “elan”), and longer than some
others (for example, longer than vowel “u:” in the
word “surat”). On the spectrogram this diptongo has
almost the same amplitude from beginning to end.
As mentioned above, this is much shorter than its fine
correlation (see Chapter III of the dissertation).

The phenomenon of diphthongization was
accepted as the norm in orthophonie of the Azerbaijani
language (Veyselli, 2014: 65-72).

1) If [o] precedes [v] and then [u] in a word,
the combination [ovu] must be pronounced as
a diphthongoid in the tone [ou]: /ouc./ (ovuc),
/ousdurmax/  (ovusdurmaq), /goun/  (qovun),
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/gousma/ (qovusma), /gourma/ (qovurma), /sourmax/
(sovurmagq), /gou]/ (qovus).

2) If [o] precedes [v] and then any consonant
in a word, the combination [ov] with a regular
/ o/, short [u], and instant [v] must be pronounced
like diphthongoid tone (ou [v]): [ou] [v] xalamax/
(ovxalamagq), /dou [v] san/ (dovsan), /tlou [v] dar/
(covdar), /dfou [v] gun/ (¢covgun), /tou [v] lamax/
(tovlamagq), /sou [v] gat/ (sovqat), /lou [v] ga/ (lovga),
/nou [v] ruz./ (novruz).

A. Demirchizade notes that in independent
style, the combination [ov] in such words can also
be pronounced in the diphthong tone [ou]: / oumax
/ (ovmagq), / oulax / (ovlaq), / nauruz / (novruz).

3) If in the middle of the word sound [v] comes
before the [6], and then the syllable beginning with a deaf
consonant, the combination [ov] should be pronounced
in the tones of [6u] diftongo. For example:
/gdusak/ (govsemak), /couhar/ (covher), /Réusen/
(Rovson), /Kousar/ (Kovser), /tdusiys/ (tOvsiyo),
/Bandufo/ (Bandvso), /gulduss/ (kuldvse), /Mdusum/
(Movsiim).

4) If in the middle of the word sound [v] comes
before the sound [o0], and then the syllable beginning
with the voiced consonant, the combination [oV]
should be pronounced in a diphtongoid tone consisting
of a short [u] and usual [v] with a whole usual [5]:
/moéu [v] ba/ ndvbe, /ndu [v] rax/ (névraq), /lou [v]
bor/ (16vbar), /kéu [v] rok/ (kovrak), / rou [v] nox/
(rdvnaq), /tou [v] ba/ (tovbo) etc.

In independent style, the combination [ov] in such
words can also be pronounced in the diphthong tone
[6u]: /ndu.ba/ (ndvba), /rou.nak/ (révnaq), /tou.ba/
tovba)... (Demirchizade, 1960:40)

The event of closure is also related to the changes
in the phoneme position in the Azerbaijani language.

In our language, open vowels before the consonant
/ j / at the morpheme border are usually replaced by
their closed correlations. This phonetic phenomenon
is an orthophonic norm in the Azerbaijani language.
Our outstanding linguist A. Demirchizade writes
in his book “Fundamentals of orthopedics of the
Azerbaijani language”: When a word ending in a
vowel is combined with a suffix beginning with a
vowel, the syllable before the conjunctive consonant
added in accordance with the general phonetic law,
which is pronounced in the following tones:

-in polysyllabic words, the open vowel in the
syllable before the conjunctive [j] is pronounced in
the corresponding closed vowel tone (in a special
independent style):

-/ a —1/ : /ana-j-a/ ( anaya), /alma-j-a/ ( olmaya),
/gajna-j-1r/ (qaynayir)....
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-/o —1/: /nana-j-o/ (naniys), /talaba-j-o/ ( talabaya),
/dinle-j-ir/ (dinlayir)....

If the first syllable of such two-syllable words is
a bilabial consonant, the non-bilabial open vowel
syllable before the conjunctive [j] can also be
pronounced in the corresponding closed vowel tone
with the bilabial vowel in the first syllable:

-/ 0 —a — u/: /dogra-j-1r/ ( dograyir), /ogra-j-an/
(ogruyan)....

-lu — a — u/: /bugda-j-a/ (bugduya), /tulla-j-ar/
(tulluyar).....

-/6 — o — u/: /sOyle-j-ir/ ( soOylityiir), /6lka-j-o/
(6lkiiy9)....

-u - o — u/: /kitfo-j-o ( kiigiiys), /kuno-j-of
(kunays)....” (16; 40).

Apparently, scientists studying the phonetics of the
Azerbaijani language (A. Demirchizade and others)
do not give a specific answer to the question whether
diphthongs are separate phonemes. They simply note
that such diphthong-like vowels are characteristic
of our language, and list their articulatory and
acoustic qualities. We believe that Akhundov’s
conclusion on this issue is more correct, and we will
accept his views in the future. The most extensive
information about the presence of diphthongoids in
the Azerbaijani language instead of diphthongs can
be found in the works of A. Akhundov. (Akhundov
1984a). A. Akhundov noted that a variation of the
“0y” has a diphthongoid character and is used before
“v” consonant. For example, biitdyv, qOyvs, bildiiv
and so on. Then the author writes in parentheses:
“(Apparently, this is the result of regressive
assimilation)” (Akhundov, 1984b:40). A. Akhundov
writes that this pronunciation is processed in words
of Persian origin: Diphtong “oy” in Persian language
back row, consisting of bilabial vowel elements,
is represented by front row [0] and back row [o:]
vowels, which were came into Azerbaijani language
from Persian words. /rousan/, /noubshar/“and so on.
(Akhundov, 1984c:40). A. Akhundov’s conclusion
is somewhat undesirable, since it is necessary to
distinguish between foreign words and borrowed
words in the same language. These words of Persian
origin are pronounced in modern Azerbaijani
language like / Rovson / and / ndvbahar /. While
A. Babayev talks very little about diphthongs, he does
not talk about diphthongoids at all. (Babayev, 2004)

Thus, this small study shows that there are no
diphthong phonemes in the Azerbaijani literal
language that are fully formed and correspond to
monophonic vowels. However, according to the
norms of independent style, the pronunciation of
a diphthong is allowed in the sound structure of a
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number of words and expressions, as well as in some
dialects of the Azerbaijani language, especially in the
combination of vowels, sometimes with consonants
such as / j, v, f /. For example, in the Sheki dialect /
toux/. /ojux/, /tlual (cuval), /bsiix/ and so on. In some
Baku dialects, /koiil/ (koniil), /noiit/ (neft), /goum/
(qohum), and so on. processed.

In General, it should be taken into account that
double-voiced vowels are vowel phonemes formed
in the number of one vowel in the denominator of
two vowels. Therefore, based on the diphthong-
like pronunciation of vowels-consonants such as
/ oy, ay, uy,0y, ay, iy, Uy, ov, av, uv, 0v, av, iv, v/
in the Azerbaijani literary language, speakers make
both theoretical and factual errors talking about the
presence of such diphthongs in the phoneme.

Because the original of such a diphthong-
like pronounced composition has one vowel
denominator and one consonant denominator. The
fact that such vowel-consonant compositions are
sometimes pronounced like diphthong according
to the orthophonic norm, and even the process of
formation of diphthongs on their basis in dialects, in
general, does not indicate the existence of diphthong
phonemes in the Azerbaijani literary language. Such
facts show that only diphthong vowel variants are
used in literary pronunciation (Demirchizade, 2007).

In the Azerbaijani literary language, there are
no long vowels that have completely stabilized and
acquired the quality of a phoneme. However, just as
there are such vowels in dialects, there are extensions
and abbreviations in literary pronunciation that are
somewhat related to orthophonic norms, or rather
long and short vowel variants. For example, the first
/a/ in /asan/ word is longer than the first /a/ in the /
asan/ participle.

By the way, it should be noted that the quantitative
difference of vowels in modern Azerbaijani literary
pronunciation cannot be the main reason for
differentiating the meaning of individual words.
However, there are a number of languages (for
example, Turkmen, German, English) that leave no
doubt that the vowels differ in number. For example,
in the Turkmen language, the word / daf / (with the
usual / a /) means “far (uzaq)”, and the word / da:
[/ (with long / a: /) means “stone (das)”.

In dialects of the Azerbaijani language, it
sometimes happens that words differ in meaning
due to quantitative differences. For example, in the
Sheki dialect, the word / ja: j1 /, pronounced with a
long / a: /, means “enemy (diismon)”, and the word
/ jag1 /, pronounced with the usual / a /, means the
effective meaning of the word “Yag (oil)”. From
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this it is clear that the Azerbaijani dialects can be
found quantitatively different sounds. Against their
background, the identity must be proven. Even such
long vowels are allowed in the pronunciation of
certain derived words in the literary language based
on orthophonic norms. To indicate that vowels are
pronounced with this extension, the letter of the same
vowel is sometimes doubled: “saat (clock)”. However,
the double “aa” written here is not pronounced in
two normal normal / a / quantities, the double “aa” is
pronounced in one long / a/ quantity (as/a: /): /sa: t/.
In some words, because the first vowel is pronounced
longer depending on the type of the next vowel, they
are written using the grapheme: / alim / (alim), / katib
/ (katib), and so on.

The question may be asked that, how Azerbaijani
people pronounce words like “katib (secretary)”,
“qalib (winner)”, “alim (scientist)” etc. in Azerbaijani?
Of course, to solve the problem in experimental
phonetic research, a wide range of language material
should be used. To claim that these words contain
long vowels is simply to ignore how these words are
pronounced in the act of speech. Ordinary people
also believe that Azerbaijani people do not pronounce
long vowels in these words. In any case, the usual
pronunciation of vowels in these words does not
seriously damage the meaning.

On the other hand, in the examples above, the
length of vowels may be related to the fact that they
are included in stressed syllables. As in words like
“saat”, “maag”, etc. they don’t have long vowels in
normal speech. In any case, to solve this problem,
you need to study the language material in a large
building. This is beyond our reach.

According to the orthophonic norm of the modern
Azerbaijani language, F. veysalli explains the fall of
the second vowel in the root when taking the suffix
in some words by the phenomenon of reduction
(27). For example, /burun/ — /burnu/, /agiz/ — /agzi/,
/bojun/ — /bojnu/ etc.

In General, G. Alakbarli’s views on the phoneme
are very contradictory. G. alakbarli considers the
phoneme as a unit that was historically formed in
accordance with the laws of language development,
is not divided into independent parts, serves to
differentiate the meaning of words, is reflected in
our thinking, abstracting from various acoustic
differences at the individual and intonation levels.
(Alakperli, 1953a)

G. Alakperli understands the essence of the
phoneme as a representative of the essence of the
spoken voice, the objectively existing common sound
in voices, the internal basis of sounds, their internal
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relations and laws of position change. According to
this scientist, the phoneme is reflected in our sense
as speech sounds. G. Alakperli perceives the sound
as part of a syllable, and the phoneme as part of a
morpheme. From this it is clear that G. Alakbarli does
not see the unity of sound and phoneme, she treats
them as things of different levels. (Alakperli, 1953b).
She doesn’t talk about diphthongs and diphthongoids
at all.

The most controversial issue in Azerbaijani
linguistics is related to geminates. Starting with
F. Kazimova, the idea of having long consonants
in the Azerbaijani language has taken root. Other
scientists are cautious, sometimes confirming the
existence of geminates, sometimes denying them,
and sometimes avoiding the problem. The first
one is based on the criteria for distinguishing the
phoneme value and is based on minimal pairs. For
example, / omok /, / om:ok /.

F. Veysalli shows that it is erroneous because here
are compared to words of different classes. He writes:
“..the so-called geminates cannot be considered
phonemes, because they can never form the sound
shell of any morpheme. Although double consonants
are pronounced long in words such as / am+mak /, /
tfim+mak / etc., they have a morphological boundary
between them, meaning they develop at the morpheme
junction as uniform consonants. As for words like
“amma”, “ovval” etc., we must say that they are
pronounced with / m / and / v / in accordance with
the orthophonic rules of our language. For example,
/ama/, /oval/, and so on. The sequence / k + g/ occurs in
words such as “caqqal”, “baqqal”, “saqqal”, “toqqga”
and etc. In any case, my observations and my own
pronunciation prove it. This /k/ consonant is formed by
sound imitation is also used in words such as / tak + tak /,
/ lak-lak / and so on. (Veyselli, 2005:307).

The author continues: “The idea of long
consonants is sometimes based on writing. This
cannot be considered scientifically correct. Because
the phonological status of each sound should only
be determined based on the act of speech. To claim
that our language has long consonants based on the
meeting of the words “siini” and “siinni”, “al + li”
and “alli” (50), is also to ignore the act of living
speech. First of all, the difference between these
words is primarily related to their semantics. These
words can never come in the same context. Second,
they belong to different classes of words, that is, they
do not belong to the same paradigm. The word “siini
(artificial)” can be an adjective or adverb, and “Sunni”
is a noun meaning a person who carries a particular
sect in Islam. If “slli (fifty)” is in the same paradigm
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as the word “ayaqli (with legs)”, then “50” is in the
numeric string. Consonants written in pairs at the end
of a word are never pronounced for a long time. For
example: / hal+etmok /, / haledir / onda mithiim gorar
gobul etmak bacarig1 / and etc. / fon+malimlari /, / bu
fonnardon dars deyan moalimlor // and etc.

Of course, when writing a spelling, the teacher
tries to convey the written form of the word more
clearly. As a result, students are used to speaking the
language of the book.

In contrast to the Azerbaijani language, we observe
long consonants in Italian. Compare: ,, nonno " / non:
o/ -, baba/=nono " - / nono, the ninth number, "
,, shite - / fite / [it: e /, “smart”, “understandable” and
so forth.

Vowel phonemicity is one of the most controversial
issues in the Azerbaijani language. We must first
address the vowel phoneme, because if this problem,
which is of great interest, is solved, we can easily
solve other problems of vocalism.

Here, as in consonants, the removal of each
syllable from the act of speech should not be based
on mechanically compared minimal pairs. The
methodology of working in minimal pairs is based
on the criterion of distinguishing the meaning of
phonemes. We do not take the phoneme as the smallest
unit of language that distinguishes meaning. In our
approach, the phoneme also serves to distinguish, but
it serves to distinguish between words and their forms,
not the meaning of words. This approach is based on
the fact that a phoneme, like other phonological means
(intonation, stress, prosody, etc.), can distinguish
units of language above it in order to differentiate.

Azerbaijani linguists interpret the phonemic
structure of our language in different ways. For
example, the famous linguist A. Akhundov writes that
the phoneme of the Azerbaijani language includes
40 independent phonemes, of which 15 are vowels
and 25 are consonants (this linguist considers / k /
and / k ', / consonants as independent phonemes)
(Akhundov, 1984d).

A. Akhundov mentions that in addition to the
traditional 9 vowels (/a, 1, 0, u, €, 9, i, 0, /), there
are six more (/l: , 6:, a: , e:, a:, u:/) long vowels.
But 2 pages later he writes that the vowel phoneme
structure of the Azerbaijani language consisted
of 9 phonemes. “Thus, when talking about the
composition and system of vowels in the Azerbaijani
language, only short vowels specific to our language
will be discussed”.

From the very beginning, it should be noted that
long vowel pronunciation occurs mainly in derived
words, also in the syllable before the stress of these
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words. For example, /ni.zo/, /[6.1a/, /a.1a/, /e.lan/,
/a.dil/, /ku.za/, ma.rif/ and so on.

None of these vowels can enter the so — called
maximum difference position-in the stressed syllable.
As for their use in single words (for ex. “maasg”,
“saat” and etc.) it should be noted that none of these
words are pronounced with a long vowel. On the
other hand, none of these vowels act as a morpheme
in our language or participate in substitution within
the same morpheme. Therefore, we consider them as
elongated versions of the corresponding phonemes.
A phoneme is an independent language unit that acts
in both position-dependent and non-position-related
variants, that is, in the direct or potential sense, and
serves to distinguish words and word forms. They
perform the function of differentiation through their
variants, voices that represent them in live speech.

Since the weakening and shortening of unstressed
syllables is common in Azerbaijani, the sequence of
“vowel + vowel” and “consonant +vowel” is broken,
and as a result, diphthong-like sound combinations
(diphthongoids) are observed. For example:

/dovya/ or /douya/ (sometimes /do:¥a/), /tojux/ or

/toux/ (sometimes /tiiox/, /dovfan/ or /do:fan/
(sometimes /doufan/), /gafov/ or /gafou/ (sometimes
/gafo:/) and etc.

The phonological solution to the problem is
confusing because the different levels are mixed.
Comparing the pairs “/ba: zon/” and “/bozen/ (mak)”
or “/sat/ (maq)” and “/sa.t/” in Azerbaijani language,
and saying that /a:/ and /o/ or /a/ and /a:/ are different
phonemes is at least a linguistic fallacy, because
these examples belong to different language levels.
In the first case, we are talking about a team offer,
and in the second case, we are talking about tokens.
We should expect diatonic / syntopic, diastatic /
synthetic, and dramatic / classical encounters in
language description. In the first case we are talking
about the command sentence, and in the second
case we are talking about lexemes. We should
expect diatopic / syntopic, diastratic / synstratic and
diaphatic / classical encounters in the description

...............................................................................

of language. (Koseriu , 2006a). Just as we cannot
confuse synchronous description with diachronic
description, we cannot confuse the entire language
system with its individual layers, as well as with the
dialects of a literary language in one space, and with
a wide variety of other multi-faceted styles (Koseriu,
2006b).

Conclusions. The examples mentioned above
are belong to different styles. The first refers to the
literary language (/dov/an, dovya, qajov, tojux/), the
second to the spoken language (do. ¥a, do. fan, gafo.,
to. ux/) and the third to the dialects and the regions
(/douxa, toux, gafou, doufan/). For that reason, we
can’t evaluate them by the same criteria.

If we consider to German and English languages
which are also have diphthongs, we see that in these
languages diphthongs always appear within one
morpheme, they are not divided into components
by the morpheme boundary, they can be replaced
by another morpheme or monophthong within one

morpheme.
Compare:
English German
“sight = /sait/, /sait+s/ ,,Haus* = /ha os/, /ho ezter/
“coward” = /koiard/. “heif}”” = /ha es/, /ha ester/
/koiard-+s/
,take™ = /teik/ tuk/ schreiben = /[ra eban/-/[ti:p/
and etc.

In Russian, even if two vowels appear side by
side in a word, they are separated by a morphological
border. For example:

“naugad” =/na+uqat/, “naufnik” =/na+uf+nik/ and
etc.

Derived words in Russian language, such as
“pauza (pause)”, partially preserve the pronunciation
features of the etymological language, but in Russian,
these two different vowels are used in the same word.

Based on the above considerations, it is impossible
to accept the idea that there are diphthongs in our
language. We do not exclude the development of
diphthong-like sound combinations or diphthongoids
in our language.
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