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ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF USING ELEMENTS OF DISTANCE
LEARNING IN THE PROCESS OF ECONOMIC DISCIPLINES STUDYING

The article is devoted to the research of the problem of using the elements of distance learning in higher education
institutions. The aim of the article is to identify the advantages and disadvantages of using elements of distance learning in
the development of economic disciplines in a modern university. The scientific and pedagogical literature, which highlights
various aspects of the research problem, including the current state and prospects for the development of distance learning
after the Covid-19 pandemic; distance learning technologies and the possibility of their use in training; the attitude of
teachers and students to the use of elements of distance learning, including teaching of professional disciplines were
analyzed. It has been found that the study of economic disciplines is in great demand among consumers of online educational
services. The use of different methods and forms of learning helps to find and determine an individual learning style for
each student. The main components of distance learning courses (creation of lecture notes in printed format; development
of standard tasks, tasks and examples that allow students to understand the practical application of theoretical material;
compiling a list of questions for self-assessment; compiling a list of used sources,; compiling test tasks for online testing
preparation of tests to check the level of mastering the content of the discipline) were characterized. The advantages
of using elements of distance learning in the process of studying economic disciplines as an opportunity to work in a
virtual learning environment, use of multisensory means of communication, overcoming temporal and spatial obstacles,
timeliness of feedback are emphasized. The disadvantages of distance learning such as difficulties with the implementation
of the control function, low level of electronic network capacity during online classes, the problem of organizing practical
training are highlighted. Possibilities of using mobile technologies in distance learning are presented Portability, social
interactivity, context sensitivity, connection to data collection devices, laptops and networks, individuality are highlighted
as their advantages. The conclusions based on the performed research are presented.
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MEPEBAT'Y TA HEJOJIKY BUKOPUCTAHHSA EJEMEHTIB ITUCTAHIIHHOI' O
HABYAHHA Y HPOLECI OCBO€EHHSA EKOHOMIYHUX JUCHUITJITH

Cmamms npucesiuena 0ocaioNHceHHIO NpodIeM BUKOPUCAHHS e1eMEHMI8 OUCMAHYINIHOO0 Y 3aK1A0aX U0 0C8imu.
Memotro cmammi € susignenns nepesaz ma HeOONIKi6 BUKOPUCHIAHHS eleMeHmie OUCIAHYIHO20 HABYAHHS Y NPOYeECi 0CB0-
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€HH5L eKOHOMIYHUX OUCYUNTIIH 8 YMOBAX CYYACHO2O YHigepcumenty. Bukonano ananiz naykoso-nedazoziunoi nimepamypu,
Wo BUCBIMIIOE PIBHOMAHIMHI AcheKmu npodiemu 00CTIONCeHH S, ceped SKUX CYYACHUTI CMAH Ma NePCReKmusU po36UmKy
OUCManyilino2o Hasyanus nicis 3aeeputenns nandemii Covid-19; mexnonozii OucCmanyitino20 HABYAHHA MA MONCIUBOCTII
ix aukopucmanHsa y nio2omosyi (axisyie; cmasieHHsa 8UKIAO0AYI8 Ma CMYOeHmi8 00 BUKOPUCTHAHHA elleMeHNi8 OUCaH-
YIlIHO20 HABUAHHSL, 30KpeMa Ul Y UKIIAOAHHT HAGHATIbHUX OUCYUNILIH NPOPECiiH020 CAPIMYSAHH. 3 SICO8AHO, WO 6UEUCHHS
EKOHOMIYHUX OUCYUNITLIH KOPUCIYEMbCS OCOONUBUM NONUMOM CEPed CNONCUBAYIE OCBIMHIX NOCye OHAAUH. Bukopucmanns
PI3HUX MemOoOi6 | YopM HABUANHS CRPUSLE NOWLYKY A 3HAXOOICEHHIO THOUBIOYANLHO20 CIMUMIO HABYAHHS KONCHO20 CHIY-
denma. Oxapaxkmepuz08aHo OCHOGHI KOMROHEHMU OUCMAHYIUHUX KVPCI6 (CMEopeHHs KOHCheKmY NeKyill Y OPYKOBAHOMY
dopmami,; po3pobka munogux 3a80aHs, 3a0ay i NPUKIAOIB, WO HAOAIOMb MONMCIUBICIG CITYOEHMAM 3PO3YMIMU NPAKMUY-
He 3aCMOCYBAHHA MeopemuyHO20 Mamepiany; CKIa0aHHs nepeiiKy numans 0as CAMOCMIIHOI nepesipKu 3HAHb, CKAAOaH-
HSl nepeniKy UKOPUCAHUX 0Jcepel, CKIAOAHHs Mecmosux 3a80aHs OJisl OHAAUH MeCmY8aHHs, CKIAOAHH KOHMPOTbHUX
Ppobim 0nsl nepesipKu pisHs 0CB0EHHS 3MICMY HABYANLHOT Oucyuniinu). Buokpemieno maxi nepeeazu 6UKOPUCMANHS elle-
MEHMI8 OUCMAHYIUHO20 HABUAHHS Y NPOYECT BUGHEHHS eKOHOMIYHUX OUCYUNIIIH SIK MOJNCIUGICIb NPAYIOGAMU ) 8IPMYAJlb-
HOMY HABYANLHOMY Cepedo8UIi, SUKOPUCIIANHS MYTbMUCEHCOPHUX 3AC00i68 KOMYHIKAYIL, NOOOIAHHS YACOBUX, NPOCMO-
POBUX nepeuiko0; C8OEYACHICHb 3a0e3neueHHs 360POMHO20 38 A3KY. Buokpemneno nedoniku Oucmanyitino2o HaBYaHHA!
mpyoHowi i3 peanizayicio YHKYii KOHMpono,; HU3LKUL pieeHb NPONYCKHOI CHPOMONMCHOCI eleKMPOHHOT Mepedici nio yac
npo8eoeH sl 3aHAMb OHNAUH, NPobiemMa op2anizayii nNpakmuuHo2o HaguanHs. [Ipeocmasneno MoxcIugocmi 6UKOPUCMAHHS
MOOGIbHUX MEXHONO2IU Y OUCMAHYIUHOMY HAGYAHHI MA 8UOKPEMICHO IXHI nepesazu. NopmamusHicmy, CoyiaibHa inmep-
AKMUBHICMb, KOHMEKCMHA 4YMIAUGICmy, NIOKIO4YeHHs 00 npucmpoie 300py danux, nopmamusuux I[IK ma oo mepeorc;
iHOusidyaneHicms. [Ipedcmasneno 8UCHOBKU, 3p00NEH] HA OCHOBI BUKOHAHO20 OOCTIONCEHHS.

Knrouoei cnosa: oucmanyiiine Ha84aHHs, eKOHOMIUHI OUCYUNTIHU, CIYOeHM, BUKAA0AY, IHPOPMAYIUHO-KOMYHIKAYIl-

Hi MexHoN02il.

Problem statement. Distance learning is
becoming one of the popular forms of learning that
is widely used today, both in the context of formal
and non-formal education. *'The development of the
global computer network, the Internet, has opened up
new perspectives for the evolutionary improvement
of the world’s educational system. Today, traditional
teaching methods are complemented by new teaching
methods based on the use of the Internet, electronic
computer networks and telecommunications.
Distance education, tele-learning based on the use
of information and communication technologies
perform a number of new functions and require the
implementation of certain principles, among which
the principle of distributed cooperation, integration,
entering the global network community is important.

The analysis of recent research and
publications. The problem of using elements of
distance learning in the work of a modern university
is the subject of domestic research (S. Sysoyeva,
K. Osadcha, O. Nevmerzhytska, T. Yaroshenko,
O. Pavlenko, S. Sharov, A. Trotsko, L. Rybalko,
H. Fedorova) and foreign scientists (E. Armstrong-
Mensah, K. Ramsey-White, D. Taylor, J. Grant,
H. Hamdy, R. Peloso, F. Ferruzzi, R. Bashitialshaaer,
M. Alhendawi, S. Under). In particular, researchers
analyze the current state and prospects of distance
learning after the Covid-19 pandemic, distance
learning technologies and the possibility of their use
in training, the attitude of teachers and students to the
use of elements of distance learning, including in the
teaching of professional disciplines.

The aim of the article. The purpose of the article is
to identify the advantages and disadvantages of using

elements of distance learning in the development of
economic disciplines in a modern university.

Research results. According to researchers, in
the United States alone, about six million people
completed distance learning in 2015 (Allen & Seaman,
2015). According to domestic scientists, the rapid
development and widespread use of the potential of
distance learning as a form of learning are primarily
due to the significant impact of the latest innovation
and communication technologies on all spheres
of society. The organization of distance learning
is based on the principles of open learning, the use
of educational software, as well as information and
communication technologies used by participants in
the educational process to establish communication
and cooperation (Mukan, & Lavrysh, 2020; Mukan,
Yaremko, Kozlovskiy, Ortynskiy, & Isayeva, 2019).

The study of economic disciplines is in great
demand among consumers of online educational
services. For many years, there has been a steady
increase in the number of students who have expressed
a desire to take online courses in economics and
business (Visser & Visser, 2012). However, in the
context of our study, it is advisable to consider the
opportunities, advantages and disadvantages of using
the potential of distance learning, ie learning provided
by higher education institutions with the simultaneous
use of elements of distance and traditional (offline)
learning.

Teachers of economic disciplines are aware that
the development of students’ skills and abilities in
learning is important because it serves as a basis for
the development of critical thinking. There is no single
method of teaching that suits all students. Therefore,
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theories and concepts of active learning, construction
of knowledge, cooperation, collegial work, as well as
problem-based learning become especially important.

The use of different methods and forms of
learning, namely, lectures, group activities, individual
presentation helps to find and determine an individual
learning style for each student. The purpose of
using various methods is to teach students critically
analyzing ideas or problems, to develop intellectual
skills so that they can understand the principles
and concepts of economic disciplines. There are
similarities in the development of distance learning
courses. Such characteristic features include: creation
of lecture notes in printed format; development
of typical tasks, tasks and examples that enable
students to understand the practical application of
theoretical material, compiling a list of questions
for self-assessment; compiling a list of used sources;
compiling test tasks for online testing; drawing up
tests to check the level of mastering the content of the
discipline, etc.

The advantages and disadvantages of distance
learning are being studied by both domestic and
foreign scientists. Today, it is clear that along with
other information and communication technologies,
the Internet has one of the significant advantages for
the educational process — the ability to provide a large
number of students to work in a learning environment
filled with text, audio and video (Christensen &
Eyring, 2011). The use of multisensory means of
communication allows students to choose the best
way to get acquainted with the study material and
perform various activities (Obizoba, 2015). For
example, students who have difficulties in learning
the content presented in text format may receive help
in the form of a video lecture or online consultation
(Al-Jarf, 2011).

In addition, the placement of educational content
on platforms on the Internet overcomes the difficulties
associated with limited time resources, territorial
remoteness of students and teachers. Learning
opportunities are available to those students who
work or have certain social responsibilities (Murdock,
Williams, Becker, Bruce, & Young, 2012).

It should be noted that students can use not only
educational materials developed and presented by
the teacher, but also use the resources of electronic
libraries, which include a significant number of
textbooks, manuals, test books, professionally-
oriented tasks. Confirmation of this opinion is
found in the works of scientists. “Examples of such
electronic textbooks in economics are, in particular,
textbooks and manuals presented in the Electronic
Textbook Library, which contains literature from 31
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economic disciplines; Electronic Economic Library,
which contains not only textbooks but also scientific
articles on economics, finance, taxation, international
trade, customs, institutional economics, management,
marketing, economic and mathematical modeling, and
the literature is presented in two languages (Ukrainian
and Russian); Financial and economic encyclopedia,
which presents training materials on 16 key topics
of economics (banking system, monetary system,
financial system, etc.); portals “All about marketing”
etc. (Horobets & Horobets, 2017: 82).

Unlike previous forms of distance learning that
used the media (such as television or radio), the use
of the Internet as a place of distance learning allows
students to get timely two-way communication with
their teachers. All these factors contribute to increased
interactivity, which increases the effectiveness of
student learning and reduces the level of exhaustion
and eliminates barriers to student learning, in contrast
to learning in the classroom. However, the distance
learning of economic disciplines, organized through
the Internet, has not only advantages but also certain
disadvantages. Such shortcomings include difficulties
with the control function, which is an important
component of the educational process. “Usually,
students, when answering questions, communicate
with the teacher in absentia, mostly in writing, solving
problems, performing test tasks, and so on. Therefore,
the exactidentification ofthe person giving the answers
becomes problematic. This issue can be resolved by
video link. However, this approach again leads to the
organization of study groups, class schedules, limiting
the individual approach to students. Therefore, a new
task for researchers is crystallizing — to improve the
forms and means of control in distance learning”
(Melnychuk, 2017: 516). We agree with the author
on the limitations of the possibility of applying an
individual approach, but we consider the possibility
of combining different forms of control as one of the
ways to overcome this shortcoming.

Special attention should be paid to the low level of
electronic network bandwidth when organizing online
classes. There is a problem with the organization of
direct interaction between teacher and student. Many
higher education institutions, not only in Ukraine
but also in other countries, have faced this problem
during the introduction of distance learning related to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

However, in our opinion, one of the most
pressing issues related to the teaching of economic
disciplines in universities and the simultaneous use
of the potential of distance learning is the problem
of organizing practical training. Undoubtedly,
despite the availability of software, the organization
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of practical distance learning requires the teacher
to master special techniques that will contribute to
the formation and development of practical skills,
gaining practical experience of professional activity.

It is important to take into account that both
students and teachers have different attitudes towards
the use of distance learning potential (Hannay &
Newvine, 2006). Many teachers show a contradictory
attitude towards distance learning and point out that
distance learning courses are of lower quality. Instead,
students are satisfied with the distance learning
format. Such a contradictory attitude directly depends
on the level of training and psychological readiness
of teachers and students to use modern information
and communication technologies. Those teachers
who prefer distance learning demonstrate a higher
level of mastery of modern ICT tools used in the
educational process. In general, researchers note that
the integration of technology into education is most
effective when used in conjunction with traditional
teaching methods. The use of multimedia technologies
in the educational process contributes not only to the
development of the content of economic disciplines,
but also provides an opportunity for interactive
interaction between teacher and student.

Today, students and teachers use not only
computer technology but also other technical means
to provide access to distance learning. Students can
use mobile phones for many purposes: using smart
cards, browsing and accessing information on the
Internet or viewing electronic content from computer
networks, retrieving information from databases and
distributed file systems etc. Yes, training becomes
available at the right time and from any location.

Unlike computer technology, mobile technology is
not connected with physical location. That’s why it is
unique in its access to universal learning and learning
mobility. That is, mobile technologies contribute
to the flexibility and accessibility of learning. High
portability, flexibility, timeliness, accessibility,
individual approach — these are the provisions
that underlie the modern educational process and
contribute to its activation.

It should be noted that mobile devices are lighter
and cheaper than computers, as well as easy to use,
provide connectivity, interactivity, provide real-time
information, increase user availability when needed
and help them meet real-time services. Portability and
versatility make mobile devices a powerful medium
for teaching and learning.

Modern mobile devices perform many functions
that were previously only available to computers.
Today, their advantages include simplicity of use, which
facilitates learning and use, and improved access.

ISSN 2308-4855 (Print), ISSN 2308-4863 (Online)

...............................................................................

Thus, the main advantages of mobile technologies
include: portability; social interactivity; context
sensitivity (the ability to collect data that is unique
to a particular location, environment, time, including
real-time and simulated data); connection to data
collection devices etc, laptops and networks;
individuality that can be adapted to a specific person
with individual needs, requests, interests.

Mobile devices can be more easily integrated into
the curriculum than desktops and classrooms, without
any extended requirements related to the environment,
infrastructure and context of use. However, there are
many barriers to using mobile devices that directly
affect the usability of mobile devices and applications.
Variety and screen size, low performance, limited
memory (multimedia content), limited display
resolution and memory, limited file types supported
and reduced input method, small keyboards and
keys; different platforms and operating systems used
by different models (Fetaji & Fetaji, 2008) directly
affect and make the use of mobile devices difficult in
learning. However, the technological power of mobile
devices has increased dramatically in recent years.
Screens have become bigger and better, systems have
more memory and multimedia capabilities; and more
advanced data entry methods have been developed.

Today, mobile phones, tablets and other portable
devices are no longer used only for chatting and
contacting, keeping diaries. These are now handheld
computers that have the ability to deliver learning
objects and provide access to online systems
and services. The development of multimodal
portable devices such as the iPhone, Android-based
mobile devices, and the use of GPS are constantly
complementing these learning opportunities
(Boggs, 2005).

Restricting the use of mobile devices and
applications can have negative consequences for
students. For example, the screen of a mobile device
is smaller than the screen of the desktop, so there
is a problem of insufficient space to display more
information. There is not enough space on the screen
to display a lot of graphics. The mobile application
interface should not be transformed into a scalable
desktop interface. The information may not be
displayed correctly. Huge amounts of information on
a small screen can affect user recognition. Due to low
graphics resolution and limited color gamut, interface
objects and multimedia information may appear
corrupted and unreadable. Due to the deterioration
of the visual appearance of the interface elements
on mobile screens, the quality and efficiency of
perception and understanding of the content of the
discipline suffers.
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Conclusions. Distance learning is one of the most
popular forms of learning today. Its organization is
based on the principles of openness, accessibility,
individualization of learning, interactivity. Common
features characterizing the courses designed for
use in distance format (creation of lecture notes in
printed format; development of standard tasks, tasks
and examples that enable students to understand the
practical application of theoretical material; compiling a
list of questions for self-assessment; compilation list of
sources used, preparation of test tasks for online testing,
preparation of tests to check the level of mastering the
content of the discipline etc) are accentuated.

The advantages of distance learning are identified
(the ability to work in a learning environment filled
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with text, audio and video materials; the use of
multisensory means of communication; overcoming
temporal and spatial difficulties; timeliness of
feedback). The shortcomings of distance learning
(difficulties with the implementation of the control
function; low level of electronic network capacity
during online classes; the problem of organizing
practical training) are emphasized.

Possibilities of using mobile technologies in
distance learning are considered and their advantages
are singled out: portability, social interactivity,
context sensitivity, connection to data collection
devices, laptops and networks; individuality that can
be adapted to a specific person with individual needs,
requests, interests.
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