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Chavarha Y. Semantic Peculiarities of Polysemantic Adjectives Denoting Sense 
Perceptions in Modern English and Their Place in the World Lingual Picture. 
The article deals with the semantic peculiarities of English polysemantic adjectives 
denoting sense perceptions. The polysemy degree and semantic transitions in the 
adjectives of the semantic category «Sense Perceptions» are analyzed.

Key words: polysemy, adjective, English, polysemy index, semantic transitions, 
metaphor, metonymy, hypo-hyperonymy.
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  12019    
,     14   [3].  -

        
    .   

      « » – 
4,22.      ’   -

 : sweet ( ), slippery ( ), sticky ( ), cold 
( ), tepid ( ).  « »  363 -

.   245    2-3 , 61  –   
4-5, 36 –   6-10  21 –   11   .  

 ,       -
,  1531.

 « »   4 .    
    ,    

 .       
       

  .      , 
          .
1.*  «   ( , )».   

,  red ( ), pale ( ), brown ( ), bright 
( ), black-and-white ( - ), monochromatic ( -

), beamy ( ).
   179 .   125   

 2-3 , 32  –   4-5, 17 –   6-10  5 –  
 11   .    – 622,  -

  3,47.
2.*  «  ».    -

   : sour ( ), vapid ( , ), tart 
( , ), tasty ( ), bittersweet ( - ).

 «  »  59 ,   
38     2-3 , 14 –   4-5, 5 –   6-10 

 2    11   .    – 209, 
   3,54.

3.*  «  ».     
’  : soft ( ’ ), smooth ( ), rough ( ), 

wet ( ), tactile (   ).
   – 99.   67    

2-3 , 10 –   4-5, 12 –   6-10  10 –   11   
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.    – 554,   -
 5,60.

4.*  « ».    -
  : cool ( ), warm ( ), glowing ( -

), congealed ( ), lukewarm ( ).
      – 26.  

 15    2-3 , 5 –   4-5, 2 –   6-10 
 4 –   11   .    – 146, 

  – 5,62.
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2–3
(%)

4–5
(%)

6–10
(%)

11 …
(%)

1.  
( , 

)

125
(69,83)

32
(17,88)

17
(9,50)

5
(2,79) 179 622 3,47

2. 38
(64,41)

14
(23,73)

5
(8,47)

2
(3,39) 59 209 3,54

3. 67
(67,68)

10
(10,10)

12
(12,12)

10
(10,10) 99 554 5,60

4. - 15
(57,69)

5
(19,23)

2
(7,69)

4
(15,39) 26 146 5,62

  245
(67,49)

61
(16,80)

36
(9,92)

21
(5,79) 363 1531 4,22
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 .     ,  ,   
      : 

, .
       -
       
, , smooth – ‘having an even or level surface; having no 

roughness or projections that can be seen or felt’  [Slang] ‘very pleasant, 
attractive, or enjoyable’ (a smooth talk), cool – ‘moderately cold’ (cool 
water)  ‘not excited; calm’ (to remain cool); blue – ‘of the colour blue’ 
(blue suit)  ‘wearing blue’ (blue team); green – ‘of the colour that is 
characteristic of growing grass’ (green leaves)  ‘overspread with or 
characterized by green plants or foliage’ (a green  eld). , -
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(%)
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(%)
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(%)

 

(%)

-

1.  ( , 
)

43 
(40,2)

51
(47,7)

13
(12,1) – 107

2. 25
(48,1)

24
(46,2)

3
(5,7) – 52

3. 48
(32,9)

98
(67,1) – – 146

4. 23
(32,4)

46
(64,8)

2
(2,8) – 71

  139
(37)

219
(58)

18
(5) – 376
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 . 2, ,     -
        

  (219   376),   58%.  
   (139,  37%).  -

 -   (  18,  5%).  -
,      « »    

 .  ,    -
,     ,   

  .      
     .      

      ,  -
 .   (       

 )   «   ,   
        » [1, 

19].         -
 :

  : sweet – ‘having a taste of, or like that of, sugar’ 
 ‘having a generally agreeable appearance; pleasant’;

  : soft – ‘giving way easily under pressure’  
‘not bright, intense, or glaring; subdued: said of colour or light’;

  : cool – ‘moderately cold; neither warm nor 
very cold’ (a cool wind)  a cool (‘of a hue in the range violet through blue 
to green’) colour;

  : hot – ‘having a high temperature’ (hot 
water)  ‘characterized by a relatively or abnormally high temperature; 
very warm’ (a hot forehead)  hot (‘pungent, peppery, biting’) sauce  .
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