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THE MOTIVE OF CHILDHOOD IN THE NOVEL 
«THE SECRET GARDEN» BY F. H. BURNETT

In the paper the content of the motive of childhood in the novel «The Secret Garden» by F. H. Burnett 
is analyzed. The attention is given to the problem of children psychology and the principles of the children 
characters portrait are depict. As a result, the peculiarities of artistic description of children’s world are 
presented. The attention is paid to the nature of the literary motive, its de  nition and functioning in text.
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  « »  – : «There was a bright  re on the hearth when she entered 
his room, and in the daylight she saw it was a very beautiful room indeed. There were rich 
colors in the rugs and hangings and pictures and books on the walls which made it look 
glowing and comfortable even in spite of the gray sky and falling rain. Colin looked rather 
like a picture himself. He was wrapped in a velvet dressing-gown and sat against a big 
brocaded cushion [8, 71] / «    ,      -
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and a sour expression. Her hair was yellow, and her face was yellow because she had been 
born in India and had always been ill in one way or another» [8, 6] / «    
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,      : «Everybody knows him. Dickon’s wanderin’ about 
everywhere. Th’ very blackberries an’ heather-bells knows him. I warrant th’ foxes shows 
him where their cubs lies an’ th’ skylarks doesn’t hide their nests from him» [8, 23] / «  



ISSN 2308-4855 (Print), ISSN 2308-4863 (Online)   229

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ðàøê± Í. Ìîòèâ äèòèíñòâà ó ðîìàí± «Òà ìíèé ñàä» Ô. Ã. Áåðíåò

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 .  -     .     
.  , , ,     ,    -

     » (  – . .).
          -
.           
 .  ,    ,  

     .     . .  
       . - -

      ,    -
   .

.       «  » 
. .     :       -

 ,  ,    . 
     ,   , 

  ,        
 .  ’      -

     .   -
     ,  . .      

   ,         
.       ,  ,   

  .

  
1.  .  .     XX . / . . 

– . : , 1994. – 304 .
2.  .         / . . -

 // Science and Education a New Dimension : Philology. – 2013. –  11. – . 136 140. 
3.  -  / [  . . ’ , . , . ].  . : 

, 2007.  752 .
4.  .       -   -

 : . . .  : 10.01.03 –     (   
) / . . . – , 2006. – 156 .

5.  .          
 (    «  »   «  ») / .  // 

   . . . . – 2014. – . 3 (79). – . 212 225.
6.  .    .  « » («  ») / . -

 //   V    . – 2012.  
. 19 21

7.  .  :     / .  // 
 .   . – 2010. – . 17. – . 5–11.

8. Burnett F. «The secret garden» / F. . Burnett. – London : Heinemann, 1911. – 384 p.
9. Coveney P. The image of childhood : the individual and society : a study of the theme in English 

literature / P. Coveney. – London : Penguin Books Ltd, 1967. – 361 p.
10. Georgieva M. Childhood in English Literature / M. Georgieva [Electronic resource]. – Access 

mode: https://hal-unice.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-00476205
11. Gymnich M. A Hundred Years of The Secret Garden / M. Gymnich, I. Lichterfeld. – Goettingen : 

Bonn University Press, 2012. – 190 p.
12. Hagen R. Kinder, wie sie im Buche stehen / R. Hagen. – Muenchen, 1967. – 139 s.
13. Koppes P. Tradition and the Individual Talent of Frances Hodgson Burnett: A Generic Analysis 

of Little Lord Fauntleroy, A Little Princess, and The Secret Garden / P. Koppes [Electronic resource]. 
– Access mode: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/chl/summary/v007/7.koppes.html



230   Àêòóàëüí± ïèòàííÿ ãóìàí±òàðíèõ íàóê. Âèï. 13, 2015

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ìîâîçíàâñòâî. Ë±òåðàòóðîçíàâñòâî

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REFERENCES
1. Gasparov B. Literaturnyye leymotivy. Ocherki po russkoy literature XX v. / B. Gasparov. – M. : 

Nauka, 1994. – 304 s.
2. Kovalchuk N. Koncept dytyny i dytynstva v tvorchosti Varvary Cherednychenko / N. P. Kovalchuk 

// Science and Education a New Dimension: Philology. – 2013. – Tom 11. – S. 136 140.
3. Literaturoznavchij slovnyk-dovidnyk / [za red. R. Grom’jaka, Ju. Kovaliva]. – K. : Akademija, 

1997. – 752 s.
4. Nenilin A. Stiven King I problema detstva v anglo-amerikanskoy literaturnoy tradicii : dis. … 

kand.  lolog. nauk : 10.01.03. – literature narodov stran zarubezhja (anglijskaja i amerikanskaja) / 
A. G. Nenilin. – Samara, 2006. – 156 s.

5. Smushak T. Motyv samotnosti u avtobiogra  chnij tvorchosti Nataleny Korolevoyi ta Iren 
Nemyrovsky (na materiali povisti «Bez korinnya» ta romanu «Vyno samotnosti») / T. Smushak // 
Naukovi zapysky XNPU im. G.S. Skovorody. – 2014. – Vyp. 3 (79). – S. 212 225.

6. Tereshhenko S. Systema motyviv romanu V. Drozda «Vovkulaka» («Samotnij vovk») / 
S. Tereshhenko // Materialy dopovidej V Regionalnoyi studentskoyi naukovoyi konferenciyi. – 2012. 

 S. 19–21.
7. Tymchenko A. Struktura motyvu: do pytannya teoretychnogo osmyslennya / A. Tymchenko // 

Literaturoznavchi obriyi. Praci molodyh uchenyh. – 2010. – Vyp. 17. – S. 5–11.
8. Burnett F. «The secret garden» / F. . Burnett. – London : Heinemann, 1911. – 384 p.
9. Coveney P. The image of childhood: the individual and society : a study of the theme in English 

literature / P. Coveney. – London : Penguin Books Ltd, 1967. – 361 p. 
10. Georgieva M. Childhood in English Literature / M. Georgieva [Electronic resource]. – Access 

mode: https://hal-unice.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-00476205
11. Gymnich M. A Hundred Years of The Secret Garden / M. Gymnich, I. Lichterfeld. – Goettingen : 

Bonn University Press, 2012. – 190 p.
12. Hagen R. Kinder, wie sie im Buche stehen / R. Hagen. – Muenchen, 1967. – 139 s.
13. Koppes P. Tradition and the Individual Talent of Frances Hodgson Burnett: A Generic Analysis 

of Little Lord Fauntleroy, A Little Princess, and The Secret Garden / P. Koppes [Electronic resource]. 
– Access mode: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/chl/summary/v007/7.koppes.html

    24.04.2015 .


