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EVOLUTION OF PRESONALITY 
IN THE NOVEL «THE SECRET GARDEN» BY F. H. BURNETT

This article examines the problem of personality evolution in artistic creativity through the main factors 
that affect on the formation of character. It analyses the process of character’s personality formation, the 
principal features and transformation of Mary Lennox in the novel «The Secret Garden» by F. H. Burnett.
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  : «…as they always obeyed her and gave her own way in everything, 

because the Mem Sahib would be angry if she was disturbed by her crying, by the time she 
was six years old she was as tyrannical and sel  sh a little pig as ever lived» [5, 2] / «…  
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,    .    : «…her mother had been a great 

beauty who cared only to go to parties and amuse herself with gay people. She had not wanted 
a little girl at all, and when Mary was born she handed her over to the care of an Ayah…» [5, 
1] / «…      ,       
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   .         
 ,       .    : «It sounded like 

something in a book and it did not make Mary feel cheerful. A house with a hundred rooms, 
nearly all shut up and with their doors locked – a house on the edge of a moor whatsoever 
a moor was – sounded dreary. A man with a crooked back who shut himself up also! She 
stared out of the window with her lips pinched together, and it seemed quite natural that the 
rain should have begun to pour down in gray slanting lines and splash and stream down the 
window-panes» [5, 14] / «      ,     -

.      .    ,      
 !   ,     ,    .  
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    ,        
 .   , .     : «She had 

never felt sorry for herself; she had only felt tired and cross, because she disliked people and 
things so much. But now the world seemed to be changing and getting nicer. If no one found 
out about the secret garden, she should enjoy herself always» [5, 74] / «    -
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.    : «The scene which Dr. Craven beheld when he entered 

his patient’s room was indeed rather astonishing to him. As Mrs. Medlock opened the door 
he heard laughing and chattering. Colin was on his sofa in his dressing-gown and he was 
sitting up quite straight looking at a picture in one of the garden books and talking to the 
plain child who at that moment could scarcely be called plain at all because her face was so 
glowing with enjoyment» [5, 153] / «      ,  -

 ,    :         ,   
  .      .     

   » (  – . .). ,  :  -
        .     

,       .    -
  ,      ,     
      .

 ,       – .  
   ,    , .    , -

  ,  ,    .   -
 , ,  , .   ’    

,  .    « »     , 
   .     : «So long as Mistress Mary’s mind 

was full of disagreeable thoughts about her dislikes and sour opinions of people and her 



210   Àêòóàëüí± ïèòàííÿ ãóìàí±òàðíèõ íàóê. Âèï. 14, 2015

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ìîâîçíàâñòâî. Ëiòåðàòóðîçíàâñòâî

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

determination not to be pleased by or interested in anything, she was a yellow-faced, sickly, 
bored and wretched child. Circumstances, however, were very kind to her, though she was not 
at all aware of it. They began to push her about for her own good. When her mind gradually 
 lled itself with robins, and moorland cottages crowded with children, with queer crabbed old 

gardeners and common little Yorkshire housemaids, with springtime and with secret gardens 
coming alive day by day, and also with a moor boy and his «creature» there was no room left 
for the disagreeable thoughts which affected her liver and her digestion and made her yellow 
and tired» [5, 223] / «      ,   ,   
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