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ETHNICAL IMAGE OF A FRENCHMAN IN THE NOVELS OF HENRY JAMES

The article expounds the peculiarities of the «international theme» in the creative works of Henry 
James. The article presents an imagological analysis of the ethnical image of  Frenchman in the works 
of Henry James, distinguishes its national and common European features as well as evaluation of the 
mentioned features by the representatives of American culture. The research is based on the novels «The 
Ambassadors» and «The American». Showing the features of European culture through the perception of 
Americans, Henry James helps the reader to identify the similarities and differences between these two 
cultures and better understand all aspects of their complex relationship.

Key words: imagology, ethnotype, comparative studies, national character, national stereotype, 
heteroimage.
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,       . «There are so many forms 
and ceremonies over here...» [6, 240],        -

     ,      . ,  -
    ,       «   

»  ,          
 .

        
.      ,   ,   

     . ,   ,   
 ,   ,   «  »,   

  ,     .      -
 ,    ,     « », « »  

« »  ,      ,     
 .

         
.     ,   ,   
   ,   «  »  :

«Three or four Bellegardes, in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, took wives out of 
the bourgoisie  married lawyers’ daughters.

 A lawyer’s daughter; that’s very bad, is it? – asked Newman.
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 Horrible! one of us, in the middle ages, did better: he married a beggar-maid, like King 
Cophetua. That was really better; it was like marrying a bird or a monkey; one didn’t have to 
think about her family at all. Our women have always done well; they have never even gone 
into the petite noblesse. There is, I believe, not a case on record of a misalliance among the 
women» [6, 136].

 ,         , 
   ,     –     

 .   ,   ,      
 :

«She saw M. de Cintre for the  rst time a month before the wedding, after everything, to 
the minutest detail, had been arranged. She turned white when she looked at him, and white 
remained till her wedding-day. The evening before the ceremony she swooned away, and she 
spent the whole night in sobs. My mother sat holding her two hands, and my brother walked 
up and down the room. I declared it was revolting and told my sister publicly that if she would 
refuse, downright, I would stand by her. I was told to go about my business, and she became 
Comtesse de Cintre» [6, 141].

     – .    
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    ,         
    .

«Bellegarde, according to the custom of his country talked very generously about himself, 
and unveiled the mysteries of his private history with an unsparing hand. Inevitably, he had a 
vast deal to say about women, and he used frequently to indulge in sentimental and ironical 
apostrophes to these authors of his joys and woes» [6, 125].

        -
 ,      ,  

  :  « »    : «all 
Frenchmen are of a frothy and imponderable substance», «confoundedly irritable French 
vanity», «Damn his French impudence!».
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   . «You can’t make out over here what people do know» 

[5, 89], –          . 
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      ,   : «Thank 
God I am not a Frenchwoman. If I were, I would tell you with a brazen simper, old as I am, 
that if you please, monsieur, my information is worth something» [6, 216],   
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«Newman took an interest in French thriftiness and conceived a lively admiration for Parisian 
economies. <…> he found an ungrudging entertainment in the spectacle of fortunes made by 
the aggregation of copper coins, and in the minute subdivision of labor and pro  t» [6, 77].
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