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FROM COMMON SOURCES TO VARIOUS KINDS OF IMAGES: THE PLACE 
OF STATUE SCULPTURE IN THE SYSTEM OF LANDSCAPE RELIGIOUS 

OBJECTS OF CHRISTIAN UKRAINE

The place and role of statue sculpture in the system of landscape religious objects of Christian 
Ukrainians from ancient times to the present are revealed in the article. The elucidation of it is carried 
through the prism of  nding out the state of such sculpture investigation in the area of art studies, 
outlining aspects of its actuality and importance for the Ukrainian people, analysing of the tendencies of 
sculptural art development as a  gurative and plastic form of perception, understanding and expression 
of the natural and supernatural, holy and sacred, spiritual and religious by our ancestors. By placing 
these categories of human cognition into the key principle of functioning of religious terrestrial  gurative 
plastic arts on the Ukrainian territory the author aims to show the true nature of such works and 
demonstrate quite a wide range of its modern material expression. In this context the personalities of 
Christian pantheon which are the most popularized by the Ukrainians are represented (The Mother of 
God, Jesus Christ, Saint Nicholas, John the Baptist), the variations of image and kind structures of the 
artifacts studied by the author are outlined. The position of their functional (spiritual and semantic) 
relationship with roadside chapels and roadside (landscape) crosses is clari  ed. A remark is made that 
during the last  fteen years a signi  cant dominance of the sacred landscape sculpture, roadside chapels 
and crosses as its «spiritual prototypes», embodied architecturally, is clearly observed.
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