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ORNAMENTAL FEATURES OF NAKHCHIVAN TOMBS

The article briefly discusses the way of formation and development of the Nakhchivan architectural school, mentions
the tombs, which are valuable examples of Nakhchivan architecture. Along with such issues as the history of construction,
architectural design, ornamental features, the form of expression of Eastern and Turkish thought in the system of patterns,
the path along which the monuments pass, their current state, the architectural structure, geometric ornament, the
building materials used here, and the features of the Eastern renaissance were studied. Valuable monuments created by
prominent architect Ajami Abubakr oglu Nakhchivani, who created the most valuable examples of Oriental architecture,
Maragha-Nakhchivan architectural school, various types of architectural samples created under the influence of his art
include Yusif Kusey oglu's tomb, Momina Khatun's tomb, Karabakh Tomb Complex The tombs are of special historical
significance as well as architectural features. Numerous scientific sources also state that Noah's tomb is in the territory
of Nakhchivan, and the notes of world-class western and world thinkers, who even describe the tomb built on Noah's
tomb, still form the basis of scientific research. Even the activity of the Prophet Noah in the salt quarries in Nakhchivan
is preserved in the legends circulating among the people. The author also notes that “Noah's tomb is located on the
south side of Nakhchivan, near the remains of an ancient fortress. The current appearance of the tomb was restored in
the VIII century. In its present form, the tomb resembles a small tomb rising from the ground. First there was a temple
here, then it collapsed. One of the medieval tombs of Nakhchivan is Gulustan tomb. Unlike many medieval tombs, the
tomb consists of a tomb and a tomb. The Gulustan mausoleum, which is one of the tower tombs, attracts attention with
its unique architectural solution. The tomb of Yusuf Kuseyr oglu is one of the prominent figures of the twentieth century
Azerbaijani renaissance, one of the immortal works of Ajami Nakhchivani, a genius of Oriental architecture. The tomb
is a monumental historical and cultural monument embodying Turkish-Islamic values. The monument, built by Ajami
Abubakr oglu in 1162, is also known as the Atababa Dome. It is clear from his inscription that the tomb was built in honor
of Yusif Kuseyr oglu.
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0oxkmopaum kagheopu 0b6pa3omeopu020 Mucmeymaea
Haxiuesancvkoeo 0epacasHo2o yHieepcumemy
(Haxiuesanwv, Azepbaiiosican) arxitektur1991@gmail.com

OPHAMEHTAJIBHI OCOBJINBOCTI HAXYNBAHCBKHUX MOI'NJI

Y cmammi xopomko posensoacmoca winsix @opmysanns ma pozeumky Haxuueancokoi apximexmyphoi wikoau,
32adyromuvcs 2poonuyi, AKi € yinHumu 3paskamu apximekmypu Haxyusana. Ilopso i3 maxkumu numaHuAMU, AK iCMOPIs
0yOigHUYMEa, apXimeKmypHutl Ou3aiiH, OpHAMEHMAIbHI 0Co0IUB0OCTI, hOpMA UPAdICEHHA CXIOHOT ma MypeybKoi OYMKU 8
cucmemi 3pasKie, WX, no SAKOMY npoXoosams Nam SMHUKY, iX CY4ACHUL CMaH, apXimeKmypHa CmpyKmypa, 2eoMempuiHuil
OPHAMEHM, OOCNIONCEHO BUKOPUCMAHI OY0i6eNbHi Mamepiaiu ma 6ueieHo 0coonueocmi cxionoeo pewecaucy. Llinni
nam’simxu, cmeopeHti sudamuum apximexmopom Aoscami Abyoaxpom oenu Haxuusani, € HauyiHHiuumu 3paskamu cXionor
apximexmypu, Mapazinckoti-Haxuusancokoi apximexmypHoi wikoau. Apximexmypri 3pasku pisHuUX munis, CmeopeHi nio
BNAUBOM U020 MUCMEYMBA, BUOINAIOMbCS apXimekmypuumu ocobrusocmamu — maezonei FOcugh Kycero ozny, magzonei
Mowmina Xamyn, massoneunuti xomnnexc Kapabaenap, Massoneu Iynycman ma inwi nodioni magszonei, wjo maromo
ocobause icmopuyne 3Ha4eHHs. Y YUCIeHHUX HAYKOBUX 0Jicepenax maxodic 8idobpaicero, uo mozuna Hos snaxooumscs
Ha mepumopii Haxuueana, i 3anucu 3axiOHUX Y4eHUX CE8IMOB020 Pi6Hs, WO 0AmMb HABIMb ONUC SPOOHUYIL, CROPYONCEHOT
Hao moeunorw Hos, i cb0200ui cknadaioms 0CHO8Y HAYKOsUX 0ocuiodicenv. Hagimo disnbrnicme [Ipopoxa Hos 6 consmux
Kap ‘epax Haxuusana 30epecnacsa 6 Hapoouux aezenoax. Aemop maxodc 3aznavac, wo moeuna Hos snaxooumscs ma
nigdennil cmopoui micma Haxuuean, nopyu i3 pyinamu cmapooasnvoi ¢opmeyi. Huniwmiti suenad epoouuyi 6ys
gionosnenuil y VIII cmonimmi. ¥V HuniwHboMy 8u2isioi Mo2una Ha2aoye He 0yice 8eluKy SpOOHUYIO, W0 NIOHOCUMbCS HAO
semnero. Cnoyamxy mym 0y8 xpam, nomim in 6ionemig i 3pyuinyeascs. Oonum i3 naudasniwux massoneie Haxuusana
3 yacie Cepeonvosiuus € Masszonei Tonicman. Ha 6iominy 6i0 6acamvox cepeoHbOSIMHUX MAB301€i6 MOHYMEHMA, U0
CKNA0AEMbCA I3 YUCMepHU ma poOHUYI, YACMUHA YUCTEPHU MAKOHC 3HAX00UMbCs Hao 3emaero. O0Ha 3 eudamuux gicyp
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aszepbatiodcancvrkoz2o Penecancy XX cmonimms — 2eniti cxionoi apximexmypu Aoocemi Haxuueani. [ditiwna 0o Hawux
OHi6 bescmepmua epobHuys acapazea dicapyega bi 6i, wjo npedcmasisic co6010 MOHYMEHMANbHY ICHOPUKO-KYIbIYDHY
PeniKeito, AKa MICImums mopKo-iciamcoki yinnocmi. Lle nam amuux, nodyoosanuii 6 1162 poyi Adscemi Abybaxpom oany,
maxooic gidomuil Ak «kynon Amababay. 3 knueu sAcHo, wo epobHuya oyna nobydosana Ha yecms cuna FOcuga Kyceiipa.
Kniouogi cnosa: Haxuisan, Adocami Haxuieani, apximexmypa, ceomempudnuii OpHamenm, cumempis, 0eKazonav.

Introduction. Nakhchivan, one of the oldest cul-
tural centers of Azerbaijan, as well as the Middle
East, has made an outstanding contribution to the
cultural heritage of mankind. As Nakhchivan itself
is distinguished by its favorable geographical loca-
tion, the historical and architectural monuments that
bear the rich culture of this region are estimated as
the most valuable examples of Azerbaijani national
culture. In this sense, the tombs are one of the most
valuable examples of Nakhchivan architecture. The
fact that in the XII century Nakhchivan was the capi-
tal of the Azerbaijani state of the Atabegs, in the same
century, as one of the important centers of the Eastern
renaissance, was noted in the sources for its strategic
importance, which led to the construction of a num-
ber of monuments of historical significance in Nakh-
chivan. The most valuable monuments created by
the prominent architect Ajami Abubakr Oglu Nakh-
chivani, who created the most valuable examples of
Eastern architecture, Maragha-Nakhchivan architec-
ture school, are distinguished by the architectural
features as well as the special historical significance
of Yusif ibn Kuseyir tomb, Tomb of Momina Khatun,
Garabaghlar Tomb, Gulustan Tomb and such tombs
in the sign of various types of architecture created by
the influence of his art. The ornamental features, the
shape of the structure, the geometric structure and
a number of architectural solutions of the Nakhchi-
van tombs give reason to say with confidence that
Nakhchivan became one of the architectural centers
of the medieval renaissance, an architectural school
was formed here, which became an important com-
ponent of the architecture of the Middle East. The
exact geometrical solution of the tombs of Nakhchi-
van suggests that in this region, along with architec-
ture, exact sciences are also highly developed (Ali-
yev, 2007: 114). In addition, from the studies of the
Nakhchivan tombs, historical sources, and historical
formations given in O. Chelebi's guidebook, it fol-
lows that the Islamic factor in the formation of the
Maraga-Nakhchivan architectural school is indis-
putable, and pre-Islamic Eastern elements are also
observed in the architectural monuments of Nakh-
chivan (Qiyasi, 1991: 175).

Discussion. One of the monuments of histori-
cal significance among the tombs of Nakhchivan is
the tomb of Noah. The ancient history Nakhchivan,
the rich culture of this mysterious land, its histori-

cal past, as there are numerous references to the his-
tory of this land as a witness to the valuable, one of
the important moments of the Prophet Noah and the
world flood sources connected with the place where
Noah's Ark dried up is shown.One of the most valu-
able examples of Nakhchivan culture and architec-
ture, connected with this belief, which is enshrined
both in scientific sources and in folklore memory, is
the fact that the tomb bearing the name of the Prophet
Noah and his grave are located in Nakhchivan. Grave
of Noah is located on the territory of Nakhchivan, and
even the records of Western, world-class thinkers,
which describe the tomb built on the grave of Noah,
still form the basis of scientific research today, are
also reflected in numerous scientific sources. In this
sense 1. Shopen, Dyubua-de Montpere, K. A. Nikitin,
V. M. Sisoyev, K. I. Smirnov, I. M. Dyakanov and
the opinion of other researchers are of interest. Along
with the interesting information that Noah's flood is
connected with Nakhchivan, K. A. Nikitin noted that
“...After the legendary flood, Noah lived in Nakhchi-
van and was buried here” (Nikitin, 1882: 87). Even
the activities of the Prophet Noah in the Salt Quar-
ries of Nakhchivan are preserved in folk legends. The
author also notes that “Noah's grave is located on the
southern side of the city of Nakhchivan, near the ruins
of an ancient fortress. The current appearance of the
tomb was restored in the VIII century. In its present
form, the grave resembles a not very large tomb, ris-
ing above the ground. First there was a temple, then
it flew away and collapsed. The current tomb consists
of the remains of the lower floor of the former temple.
The interior of the temple, through which you need
to go down the stairs, is of a round type, reinforced
in the middle with a stone pillar. According to leg-
end, under this pillar is the grave of Noah. There is no
description of images and decorations in monument”
(Nikitin, 1882: 132). From the records of russian sci-
entist V. M. Sisoev, it is known that the sides of the
Tomb consist of an octagonal prism 2.5 m long. One
of the important points about the tomb is that Bahruz
Kengerli, the founder of the art of realistic painting in
Azerbaijan, painted the Tomb of Noah in several dif-
ferent plans at the beginning of the XX century.

The tomb consists of a vault, a ground tomb and
a conical cover. During the restoration, bricks, kashi
and various embroidery elements were used. The
height of the tomb is 15 meters 50 centimeters, and
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its width is 7 meters 50 centimeters. The Tomb of the
Prophet Noah has 8 corners (Ansiklopedi, 2008: 256).

On the basis of the decree of the Chairman of
the Supreme Mejlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic Vasif Talibov of June 28, 2006 “on the res-
toration of the tomb of the Prophet Noah in the city
of Nakhchivan” in 2007-2008, the tomb of Noah was
restored taking into account historical sources.

One of the outstanding figures of the XX century
Azerbaijani renaissance, one of the immortal works
of the genius of Eastern architecture Ajami Nakh-
chivani, which has come to this day, is the Tomb
of Yusuf Kuseyr Oglu. The tomb is a monument of
monumental history and culture that preserves Turk-
ish-Islamic values. The monument, built by Ajami
Abubakr Oglu in 1162, is also known as “Atababa
cupola”. It is clear from the book that the tomb was
built in honor of Yusif Kuseyir. Yusif Kuseyir was
introduced as the mayor of city. From the drawing
of the monument, the system of patterns on it, and
the architectural design, it is clear that the archi-
tectural monument, which is the first extant exam-
ple of Ajami's work, bears the main features of the
Maraga-Nakhchivan architectural school (Salamza-
deh, 1976: 83). One of the most valuable examples
of Turkic-Islamic architecture in Nakhchivan, the
Atababa Cupola, consists of an underground and an
aboveground part. The monument, built in an octago-
nal shape inside and out, is covered with a pramidal
dome. The historical and architectural monument of
Azerbaijan, distinguished by its geometric ornamen-
tation, system of architectural elements, patterns,
structure, attachment to Islamic values, along with
the expression of the original qualities of Ajami’s art,
gives a complete picture of the level of development
of the architecture in Nakhchivan. The tomb, which
has preserved its architectural structure to this day,
was strengthened in 2001.

The Tomb of Momina Khatun, one of the most
valuable examples of the architectural school of
Ajami Nakhchivani, is a rare gem of Azerbaijani
architecture. The monument, considered the pinnacle
of the art of Ajami Nakhchivani, an outstanding rep-
resentative of the renaissance of the XII century, was
built in 1186 in honor of Momina Khatun, the wife of
the founder of the Azerbaijani state Atabek Shamsad-
din Eldaniz. The monument bears all the specific fea-
tures of the Maraga-Nakhchivan architectural school.
The Tomb of Momina Khatun, which has a special
place among the tombs of Azerbaijan, consists of an
underground and an aboveground part. The under-
ground part has the shape of a rectangle in the plan.
The decagon, separated from the center by arches,
is interesting for its structure, architectural design,
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ornaments, and geometric features. The aboveground
part of the monument is rectangular on the outside,
round on the inside. A similar geometric structure
with the Tomb of Yusif Kuseyr, one of the valuable
examples of Ajami art, “the system of patterns on the
Tomb of Momina Khatun, its graphic features, geo-
metric ornamental features, the system of colors in
the patterns is a continuation of Maraga-Nakhchivan
Architecture School (Salamzadeh, 1976: 83). The
special value of the monument is that the architec-
ture and painting in the Tomb of Momina Khatun
are harmonious. In addition to being a continuation
of the Eastern architecture and the culture of general
architecture, the botanical patterns on the monument
have preserved important components of pre-Islamic
architectural art. On the inner side of the dome of the
monument, the buds with a botanic pattern attract
attention with their ornamental features and give
preliminary information about the art of painting of
this period. The greateness of the art of Ajami is that
the geometric ornaments and patterns on the monu-
ment do not repeat each other in any way, the patterns
differ in their structure, size, artistic technique, and
features of expression of thought. It is known that in
the pre-Islamic period, the general Turkic architec-
ture developed on the territory of Azerbaijan, as well
as in Nakhchivan. The inscriptions of the Tomb of
Momina Khatun, which is one of the masterpieces of
architecture of the XII century, give numerous infor-
mation about the architect's worldview, the power of
art, and his commitment to Islamic values. The writ-
ing of the names of prominent personalities of the
Islamic world in the book, and the respectful attitude
to Islamic values in general, gives reason to consider
the Momine Khatun Tomb as a valuable example of
Turkic-Islamic architecture.

It is also interesting that this magnificent monu-
ment, created by the outstanding representative of
renaissance architecture Ajemi Nakhchivani, along
with deep reading, rich thinking, and broad imagina-
tion, confirms the fact that during the life of the archi-
tect in the capital of the Azerbaijani state of Atabay,
Nakhchivan, the development of culture, high level of
science and education were at such a level that Ajemi
Abubakr grew up and formed in this environment and
became a great architect of the East.

Among the tombs of Nakhchivan, one of the mon-
umental architectural monuments that attract atten-
tion with its historical value and architectural fea-
tures is the Karabaglar Tomb Complex. The complex,
whose construction history dates back to the XII—
XIV centuries, has survived to the present day two
minarets and tomb. The Karabakh temple complex is
distinguished by its uniqueness among the structures
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containing a palace, mosque, madrasah, khanaga,
shafahana, hamam and other similar buildings. The
sources indicate that it was built “in honor of Kodai
Khatun in the time of Abu Said (1316—1335), the son
of Kazan Khan's brother Olcaytu Khan” (Kerimzade,
1969: 69-78).

The Tomb of Garabaglar consists of a vault and an
aboveground part. The upper cylindrical body of the
tomb was built in the form of columns with a semi-
cylindrical body that emerged from the tomb in a
member state in combination with the wall structure.
The thickness of the walls, consisting of semi-cylin-
drical columns of regular 12-angle shape, is 1.25 m.
The surface is decorated with geometric patterns with
the lines of Kufi script. The system of tombstone pat-
terns, the abundance of Islamic sayings, the geomet-
ric structure, and architectural features express the
main features of the Maraga-Nakhchivan architec-
tural school. The tomb is one of the most valuable
gems of medieval Nakhchivan architecture.

Conclusion. On July 4, 2016, the Chairman of
the Supreme Mejlis of the Nakhchivan Autonomous
Republic signed an order “on the restoration and
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research of the Karabaglar Tomb Complex”. Based
on the order, the tomb was completely restored, at
the same time, the historical and cultural value of
the Karabakhlar Tomb Complex was reflected in the
research works.

One of the medieval tombs of Nakhchivan is the
Tomb of Gulustan. Unlike many of the medieval
tombs of the monument, which consists of a vault and
a tomb, the part of the vault is also on top of ground.
Gulustan tomb, which is included as one of the tower-
shaped tombs, attracts attention with its unique archi-
tectural solution, the upper part of the Gulustan tomb,
which consists of a cross-section pyramid from the
outside, the lower part in the form of a cylinder, and
the twelve-faced tower.Architectural features of the
tomb, its geometric structure, system of patterns, etc.
according to its characteristics is ranked among the
monuments of medieval architecture. Like other his-
torical and architectural monuments located on the
territory of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic,
the Gulustan Tomb was also restored by the relevant
order of the Chairman of the Supreme Majlis of the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic.
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